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The Smog Check OBD II Reference provides information and test instructions for inspecting 
vehicles with known OBD II functional test difficulties.   
 

 USEPA’s OBD Readiness Testability Issues - This document includes vehicles that 
have a U.S. EPA exception from performing some OBD II functions and includes 
information on flex fuel vehicle testability issues. Although some OBD II functionality may 
not be present, the OBD II portion of the Smog Check shall be performed as instructed 
in the Smog Check Inspection Manual. The OBD II test shall NOT be bypassed by the 
OIS or the technician. 
 
 

 Table 1a – 1b lists vehicles where OBD monitors are ignored. Table 1a contains BAR-
97 EIS tested vehicles. Table 1b contains OBD Inspection System (OIS) tested vehicles.  
 

 

 Table 2 data no longer exists in this document, but the information is provided by BAR 
through a link to the National OBD Clearinghouse. Currently, many CAN-equipped 
gasoline vehicles currently cannot be OBD II tested on the BAR-97 EIS. The EIS should 
automatically bypass the OBD II test for CAN equipped vehicles. However, if the EIS 
prompts for an OBD II test, bypass the test by answering “No” to the OBD II functional 
test prompt. Unless otherwise instructed by BAR, do not answer “No” to bypass the OBD 
II functional test for any other OBD II equipped vehicles. CAN protocol will be tested on 
the OIS in the future. 

 
 

 Table 3 assists in identifying diesel vehicles that cannot receive the OBD II functional 
test on the BAR-97 EIS, as a result of either: 1) they are not OBD II compatible, or 2) 
they use the CAN communication protocol. All diesels subject to Smog Check will be 
tested on the OIS in the future. 

 
 
To ensure that any special test processes are appropriately applied, always select the correct 
vehicle from the vehicle information (make, model, engine size, etc.) provided from the VLT by 
the BAR-97 inspection menu lists.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.epa.gov/obd/regtech/420b12044.pdf
http://obdclearinghouse.com/
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TABLE 1a - The EIS Ignores Monitor Readiness Status 

Make 
Model 
Year 

Model Displacement Action 

BMW 1996 7-Series, 8-Series 5.0,  5.4 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Chrysler 1996 
Concorde, LHS, New Yorder, 

Sebring, Town& Country 
2.0,  2.4,  2.5,  

3.3,  3.5 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Dodge 1996 Avenger 
2.0 (manual 

trans) 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Dodge 1996 Stealth, Stealth R/T 3.0 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Dodge 1996 Stratus 
2.0 (manual 

trans) 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Eagle 
1996-
1997 Talon 2.0 

Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Hyundai 1996 Accent 1.5 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Hyundai 1996 Elantra 1.8 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Hyundai 1996 Sonata 2.0 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Hyundai 
1997-
1998 Sonata 2.0, 3.0 

Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Kia 
1996-
1998 Sephia, Sportage 1.5,  1.6 

Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Mitsubishi 
1996-
1997 

3000 GT, 3000 GT Spyder, 
3000 GT VR-4, Diamante, 
Eclipse, Eclipse Spyder, 

Eclipse Spyder TC, Eclipse TC 
2WD, Eclipse TC 4WD, Galant, 
Mighty Max, Mirage, Montero, 
Montero Sport, Montero Sport 

4WD 
1.5, 1.8, 2.0, 2.4, 

3.0, 3.5 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Mitsubishi 1998 

Eclipse, Eclipse Spyder, 
Eclipse Spyder TC, Eclipse TC 
2WD, Eclipse TC 4WD, Galant, 

Mirage, Montero Sport 1.5, 1.8, 2.0, 2.4  
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Nissan 1996 Sentra 

1.6 (manual and 
auto trans), 2.0 
(manual trans) 

Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Nissan 1996 200 SX 1.6 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Nissan 1996 
 240SX, Maxima, Pickup 2WD, 

Pickup 4WD 
1.6,  2.0,  2.4,  

3.0 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Saab 
1996-
1998 900 2.3 

Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Subaru  1996 Impreza, Legacy, SVX 
1.8,  2.2,  2.5,  

3.3 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 

Volvo 
1996-
1998 

850, 850 GLT TURBO, 850 
TURBO, 850R, 960, C70, S70, 

S90, V70, V90 
2.3,  2.4,  2.5,  

2.9 
Complete Inspection as prompted by 
the EIS. 
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Note: In the future, All Diesel powered vehicles subject to Smog Check will be inspected on the OIS. 

 

 

TABLE 1b - The OIS Ignores Monitor Readiness Status 

Make 
Model 
Year 

Model Displacement Action 

Hyundai 
2000-
2001 Accent 1.5,  1.6 

Complete Inspection as prompted by the 
OIS. 

TABLE 2 – Vehicles Currently Not OBD II Testable on the BAR-97 EIS 

Many vehicles use an OBD II protocol known as Controller Area Network (CAN), which will not currently 
communicate with the BAR-97 emissions inspection system.   

CAN vehicles are testable on the OIS. 

Table 3 – Diesel Vehicle OBDII Compatibility with BAR-97 

Model-Year 
California 

OBDII 

Federal 
Light-Duty 

OBDII 

Federal 
Heavy-Duty OBDII 
(>8500 lb GVWR) 

CAN protocol 
prevents OBDII communication 

with BAR-97 

1998-2002 OK OK not OBDII testable CAN was not used 

2003 OK OK not OBDII testable 
some vehicles 

not OBDII testable 

2004-2007 OK OK OK 
some vehicles 

not OBDII testable 

2008-2009 OK OK OK 
MOST vehicles not OBDII 

testable with BAR-97 


