
 
  

 
 

   
 

  

  
  
  

 

  
  
   
  
  
  
  

 

  
  

 
 

 

 

  
  
  
   

  

 

  
  
  
    
  
   

Translating BAR Licensure Examinations: Discussion and
Recommendations 
DISCLAIMER NOTICE: The following is an accessible outline of the DCA Office of Professional 
Services Examination Services presentation provided at the BAR Advisory Group meeting on 
April 27, 2023. A webcast recording of the presentation is also available on the BAR Advisory 
Group page at www.bar.ca.gov. 

Slide 1: Translating BAR Licensure Examinations: Discussion and Recommendations 

• Heidi Lincer, Ph.D., Chief 
• Amy Welch Gandy, M.A., Research Data Supervisor 
• Karen Okicich, M.A., Research Data Supervisor 

Slide 2: Presentation topics 

• OPES overview 
• Why translate examinations? 
• Considerations for deciding to translate examinations 
• Translating vs. adapting examinations 
• Requirements for adapting examinations 
• Unintended consequences of translating or adapting examinations 
• OPES recommendations 

Slide 3: The Office of Professional Examination Services Provides 

• Professional consulting services for examination validation and development 
• Recommendations based on regulations, professional guidelines, and technical 

standards related to licensure examinations 
• Management of DCA-wide computer-based testing contract for examination 

administration 

Slide 4: Why translate examinations? 

• Concerns about diversity, equity, and inclusion 
• Provides consideration to candidates whose first language is not English 
• Reduces language barriers that may not be job-related 
• Helps ensure test results produce valid scores and licensing decisions for candidates 

whose first language is not English 

Slide 5: Considerations for deciding to translate examinations: 

• Data indicating a substantial number of limited-English-speaking candidates 
• Requests from regulatory stakeholders 
• Requests from candidates 
• Availability of Subject Matter Experts to assist with translation process 
• Essential resources for the profession accessible in other languages 
• Ability to absorb time and cost of translation process 

http://www.bar.ca.gov/
www.bar.ca.gov


 

  
   

 
  
 

 

 

   
  

 
  
  

  

  
  
  
  

 

   

  

    

 

Slide 6: Translating vs. adapting examinations 

• Examination translation is only one step in the adaptation process
• Examination adaptation - the process of preparing a test in one language and culture for

use by candidates from a different language and culture
• Linguistic and cultural differences must be considered
• Translated words may appear to be the same but can have significantly different

meanings in different languages

Slide 7: Requirements for adapting examinations 

• Requires multiple groups of bilingual SMEs
• Requires translating individual items and then having native speakers of a language

evaluate those items
• Requires bilingual SMEs to participate in passing score determination
• Failure to appropriately adapt examinations can lead to inaccurate licensing decisions

Slide 8: Unintended consequences of translating or adapting examinations 

• Candidate complaints about translation or adaptation
• Time and cost of maintaining translated and adapted forms
• Differential passing rates
• Requests for examination translations or adaptation into additional languages

Slide 9: OPES recommendations 

• Take steps to increase the diversity of the profession
• Recruit a diverse group of Subject Matter Experts to develop examinations
• Continue to offer in-person translators for candidates who req uest them  
• Periodically reevaluate the need to translate examinations

Slide 10: Questions? 


	Slide 2: Presentation topics
	Slide 3: The Office of Professional Examination Services Provides




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Translating-Examinations.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

